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BODY LAY IN HOUSE FOR YEAR

An elderly Irishwoman shared a room
with her sister's corpse for up to a year -
and sometimes slept with it in the same
bed, it has been reported.

Mary Ellen Lyons kept her sister Agnes's
death to herself.

Even their brother Michael, who lived in
the same remote bungalow in rural
western Ireland, did not know about it.

OFFBEAT

An inquest was told Agnes probably died
in 2002 at the age of 70.

But her body was not discovered until August 2003.

"I have tried to remember when Agnes died but I just can't
remember," Mary Ellen said in a statement read out at the inquest.

"I remember getting Christmas cards at Christmas 2002 but I cannot
remember if Agnes was dead at the time."

The inquest heard the three siblings lived in "a world apart" and that
the sisters were deeply religious.

After Agnes's death, Mary Ellen sometimes slept in the same double
bed as the corpse and sometimes in the bathroom.

Michael stayed in his own bedroom and the living room of the tiny
house and never entered his sisters' room.

"There is no way that Michael would open the door of a woman's
room," a neighbour told the inquest.

"They wouldn't even watch the television if there was a woman on it.
They were from a different era."
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*Dad's Fury Over Ski Train Inferno Decision
* Powerful Blast Injures 15 In India

*Train Tragedy Death Toll Tops 300
*Vesuvius Eruption 'Could Be Soon'

*Iran Denies Nuclear Research Programme
* Passenger Jets In Mid-Air Near Miss

*No Plans To Send Haiti Peacekeepers
*Bird Flu 'Here For Years'

*Jackson Sued Over Flight Payment

*Bush 'Troubled' By Gay Weddings

*Terror Threat Closes Hundreds Of Schools
*Indonesia Dengue Fever Death Toll Rises

SEARCH SKY NMEWS

Get Sky digital

standard
Sky

installation

Promotions

FREE DOUBLE MEMORY
Warth up to £117
when you order anling

Offers
skybet VEEES
b

Sky News Panel

GET INVOLVED AND
HAVE YOUR SAY

Sky News Alerts

Get the News

Free connection, free
modem, £28 BT credit and
Sky Sports Broadband for a
year with BT Broadband >>

= 1060S

Comedy is
Paramount

@ HELP

@ FEEDBACK




US Trooper On Al Qaeda Spy Charges
'Big Three' EU Leaders Defend Berlin Talks
Homer Lays Out Pop Idol's Mr Nasty

© 2004 BSkyB | Privacy Statement | Terms and Conditions | Disability Info
| Homepage | UK | World| Business | Showbiz | Sci/Tech | Offbeat | Weather | Sky
Sports | Travel | Video | Pictures | Radio | Webcams | Alerts | Phone Fun



