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Chrétien defends MPs at portrait ceremony
Stephen Harper hails former rival as 'great parliamentarian'
Last Updated: Tuesday, May 25, 2010 | 7:21 PM ET Comments272Recommend87
CBC News

Former
prime minister Jean Chrétien stands before his official portrait in
Ottawa on Tuesday. (Adrian Wyld/Canadian Press)

Former prime minister Jean Chrétien, known to throw a punch or two
during his time in office, has come out swinging in defence of embattled
politicians at the hanging of his official portrait on Parliament Hill.

Favourite words
Former prime minister Jean Chrétien gave a lengthy speech at the
portrait ceremony. The words he used most often were: know, life,
minister and Canada.

Check out a full visual analysis of Chrétien's favourite words, as well as
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the words used most frequently in Prime Minister Stephen Harper's
speech.

In a speech highlighting his memories of 40-plus years in Ottawa on
Tuesday, Chrétien spoke of his pride in being a career politician and
praised those who chose to run for public office, including his
adversaries.

"We have to show respect for the men and women who devote
themselves to public life," he said to a crowd that included Prime
Minister Stephen Harper, Liberal Leader Michael Ignatieff, NDP Leader
Jack Layton and Bloc Québécois Leader Gilles Duceppe.

"It is a very noble life," he added. "Thank you for what you are doing."

The portrait by Ottawa artist Christan Nicholson depicts an unsmiling
Chrétien holding his spectacles in one hand amid a muted gold
background. The 76-year-old, three-term Liberal prime minister said
having his official portrait hung alongside those of the "great and not-
so-great" prime ministers since Confederation is the "crowning" of his
career.

He also singled out his sovereigntist rival Duceppe, noting his 20 years
of public service.

"We don't agree, but he did come here to serve the people based on his
convictions and his beliefs," Chrétien told the crowd. "I respect him and
I respect the fact that he chose the noble career of being a politician."

Chrétien's remarks may come as comfort to MPs returning to Ottawa
after hearing an earful from their constituents last week about a
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parliamentary board's refusal of a request by Auditor General Sheila
Fraser to open the books on MPs' and senators' expenses.

Chrétien also noted that when he was young, Canada was often
compared to Argentina in terms of population and geography.

However, he said, while Argentina "had a lot of military dictators,"
Canada was left with a bunch of "horrible politicians" who managed to
oversee the peaceful change of governments and gave the best
opportunities and guarantees to its citizens in the world.

"Imagine if we had been good," he joked.

Chrétien 'knew instinctively what it took to win': PM

Speaking before Chrétien, Harper began his remarks with a joke,
quipping that several of his Conservative predecessors have said "the
hanging of Jean Chrétien is long overdue."

Harper hailed his former rival, saying Chrétien "was and must always be
remembered as a great parliamentarian" who "knew instinctively what it
took to win."

"It didn't hurt that his opponents were fighting among themselves,"
Harper said, adding that Chrétien occasionally "appropriated" the best
ideas from other parties for himself.

Harper also praised Chrétien as an unapologetic federalist and fervent
defender of a united Canada. He said the unveiling of the portrait is both
a tribute to a former prime minister and a testament to Canada's
democratic tradition.
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Chrétien also used his time at the podium to throw a few jabs at Harper,
warning that in Britain in the 19th century, former prime minister
William Gladstone returned for a fourth mandate at the age of 83.

"Some day you will be hung, too," he said to the prime minister,
winning laughter from the crowd.

He also made a thinly veiled reference to the Conservatives' attack ads
targeting Ignatieff for spending decades out of the country, saying with a
smile, "Sometimes, it's good to go abroad."

Chrétien also recalled swearing in front of the Queen during the signing
of the Constitution in 1982, when he realized the tip of the pen handed
to him by then-prime minister Pierre Trudeau was broken.

"When I realized that, I said 'Merde' and she understood," he said. "Now
I'm revealing a state secret."
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at 10:05 PM ETDavid Ruggles wrote

Yes the Bush sailed 'er right into the dirt instead of doing anything to avoid the disaster, but Clinton doesn't
walk away from this scot-free! He openned the door for sub-prime and extended term mortgages in the US,
not to mention speculation real-estate (but that's more point #1, that #2). The Bush administration may have
put the icing on the cake, but Clinton stuck it in the oven.
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Yes but it was Ronald Reagan that dismantled all the safeguards put in place after the depression. To blame
Clinton is revisionist history at its finest. Nice try sir.
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good people's privacy invaded by foreign thugs from Israel and USA.

He did nothing to to help, nothing.
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at 10:03 PM ETLike I said too many politicians wasting money.Get rid of the senators and the governor
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at 8:37 PM ETI'm eternally grateful that PM Chrétien kept us out of Iraq 
------------ 

Are you eternally grateful that he got us into Afghanistan too?
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HA I knew you didn't know the answer 
Just another puppet conservative who types the same headlines from the past over and over 
Just saved me lots of time, hit disagree and not even read the CRAP you type.
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Comments on this story are pre-moderated. Before they appear, comments are reviewed by moderators to
ensure they meet our submission guidelines.

Comments are open and welcome until Tuesday, June 01, 2010 at 11:59 p.m. ET.
We reserve the right to close comments before then.

Post your comment

Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. By submitting your comments, you
acknowledge that CBC has the right to reproduce, broadcast and publicize those comments or any part
thereof in any manner whatsoever. Please note that comments are pre-moderated/reviewed and published
according to our submission guidelines.
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