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China 1-child policy officially eased

Change will likely result in 1 million to 2 million extra births per year
Last Updated: Dec 28, 2013 10:36 AM ET
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The Associated Press  Posted: Dec 28, 2013 10:36 AMET |

China has credited its one-child policy with managing its population grow th and immproving the economy, but critics say it is a
violation of human rights. (Jason Lee/Reuters)

[ Facebook - 0 China on Saturday formally allowed couples to have a second child if one
[ witer 0 parent is an only child, the first major easing of its three-decade-old
restrictive birth policy.
0
+E) First announced by the ruling Communist Party's leadership in
November, the decision was officially sanctioned by the standing
Email

committee of China's top legislature, the National People's Congress, the
official Xinhua News Agency reported.

Implemented around 1980, China's birth policy has limited most couples
to only one child, but has allowed a second child if neither parent has
siblings or if the first born to a rural couple is a girl.

Related Stories

= The Current:
EZig?gizk;?% Demographers and policy makers have estimated the easing would
China's 1-child benefit some 15 million to 20 million Chinese parents — mostly in cities
policy — and result in one million to two million extra births per year in the first
u CBC Archives: few years, on top of the 16 million babies born annually in China. They
((j:hinz over the say the easing is so incremental that the extra births are not expected to
ecades

strain resources such as the health care and education.

= China's one child
policy China has credited the restrictive policy with managing its population

growth and improving the economy, but critics say it is a violation of

human rights.

China is the world's most populous country with 1.35 billion people.
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Beirut bombing kills
Lebanese ex-minister
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At least five people were
killed Fridayin a car
bombing in Beirut,
including former
Lebanese minister
Mohamad Chatah
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Russia's image ahead of
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Canada withdraws staff
from South Sudan
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Canadian government
temporarily removes
diplomatic staff even as
regional leaders saythey
are making progress
towards peace talks
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