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Vanessa Redgrave and Amada Seyfried in "Letters to Juliet."

Letters to Juliet

BY ROGER EBERT / May 12, 2010

I know “Letters to Juliet” is
a soppy melodrama, and I
don’t mind in the least. I
know the ending is
preordained from the setup.
I know the characters are
broad and comforting
stereotypes. In this case, I
simply don’t care.
Sometimes we have
personal reasons for
responding to a film.

“Letters to Juliet” is about
Sophie (Amanda Seyfried),
an American girl who visits
Verona with the man she’s
engaged to marry (Gael
Garcia Bernal). He’s always
leaving her behind to
investigate wine and truffles
for his New York
restaurant. She visits the
house allegedly inhabited
by Shakespeare’s Juliet.
Below the balcony there,
lovelorn women for years have posted “letters to Juliet,” asking for
advice.

Sophie finds a letter 50 years old, written by a young British girl
about a Tuscan boy she met, fell in love with and allowed to fall out
of her life. Sophie writes to the girl, the letter amazingly finds its way,
and soon Claire (Vanessa Redgrave) and her grandson Charlie
(Christopher Egan) arrive in Verona. So now, if we’re experienced
moviegoers, we know what must happen by the end of the story.

All of this is wrapped up in unimaginably beautiful shots of the Italian
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countryside, the warmth of the friendship between Sophie and Claire,
and visits to many of the men named Lorenzo Bartolini, which was
the name of the boy Claire loved so long ago. A hard-hearted realist
would suggest that Sophie help Claire check out the possible
Lorenzo Bartolinis by use of the phone, but no. “Letters to Juliet”
requires the three of them to visit the candidates in person, leading
to a series of false leads and at last, of course, to the real Lorenzo
Bartolini (Franco Nero).

As it happens, this story stirred memories of romantic memories in
my own life. Once in a small hill town outside Rome, under a full
moon, I stood before the balcony being used by Franco Zeffirelli  for
his great film “Romeo and Juliet” (1968), and heard Nino Rota hum
his theme music to Zeffirelli. Some years later, I stood beneath the
“Juliet’s Balcony” in Verona itself with a woman dear to my heart and
saw the notes pinned to the wall.

And the very first movie set I ever visited, before I was yet a movie
critic, was “Camelot” (1967). On that set I met and interviewed
Vanessa Redgrave, who was not yet 30, and Franco Nero, who was
26. They played Guenevere and Lancelot. They fell in love on the
set, married and had a child. Finally on New Year’s Eve 2006, they
married. Even earlier, Franco walked Vanessa’s daughter Natasha
Richardson down the aisle when she married Liam Neeson.

So you see, when Vanessa marries Franco 40 years after falling in
love with him, and they are playing characters who meet after 50
years, and this all has to do with Juliet’s balcony — reader, what am
I to do? I am helpless before such forces.
Vanessa Redgrave recently lost her sister Lynn. I met Lynn once on
London. I went to her house for tea. This was not long after the
success of “Georgy Girl.” My interview has been lost in the past, but I
remember the feeling of the day, Lynn sitting cross-legged on the
carpet beside to her coffee table, smoking and jolly, a famous
actress friendly to an unknown kid her own age.

I have strayed far from the film. But I’ve told you what you need to
know about it. I also want to observe that our response to every film
depends on the person we bring to it. Pauline Kael said she went to
a movie, and the movie happened, and she wrote about what
changed within her after she saw it. This is quite valid. Sometimes,
however, we go to a movie, and our lives have happened, and we
write about what hasn’t changed.
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Howards End  (2/23) 
Make Way for Tomorrow  (2/23) 
Pink Floyd: The Wall  (2/24) 
The Big Lebowski  (3/10) 
Gone With the Wind  (4/13) 
My Life to Live / Vivre sa Vie  (4/20) 
Viridiana  (4/29) 
Walkabout  (5/18) 

more great movies on dvd »

© copyright 2010, rogerebert.com

Privacy Policy Terms of Use Submission Guidelines

http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms.static
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms.stng
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissions.stng
http://media.intermundomedia.com/click.ng?spacedesc=2071117_1094853_728x90_1138017_2071117&af=1077208&ml_pkgkw=-%253A%2522%2522&ml_pbi=-2071117&ml_camp=1102270&ml_crid=2071124&click=http://ad.amgdgt.com/ads/t=c/s=AAAAAQAUM1IcTIa25omJiRl4eRSDPm0JAutnZW8sY2FuLHQsMTI3NTU5NDc3MTQyNixjLDI1MTM1NyxwYywzODAzOCxhYywxMTI2MDgsbyxUNC1BMCxsLDMxMDY0Cg--/clkurl=http://www.directbuyvisitorpass.com/?imm_cid=7C-5A&imm_kwd=3E
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050605/REVIEWS08/506050301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100211/REVIEWS08/100219991/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100224/REVIEWS08/100229987/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100310/REVIEWS08/100319989/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19980621/REVIEWS08/401010323/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20010401/REVIEWS08/104010301/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20100429/REVIEWS08/100429974/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19970413/REVIEWS08/401010372/1023
http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=REVIEWS08_DVD
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php

