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John Tremblay is Julian and
Mike Smith is Bubbles in Trailer
Park Boys: Countdown To
Liquor Day. Photo © 2009
Alliance Films.

MOVIES TRAILER PARK BOYS

Trailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day – A
Classic

Submitted by Ron Foley Macdonald on 09.27.09 at
12:58pm.

Trailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day is supposed to be
the swansong of the popular and influential Showcase TV series
set right here on the East Coast.

Half an hour in and the film seems like a shrug, with everyone
involved having their minds on something else, but then
something very strange happens. Director Mike Clattenburg
virtually hands the film over to the classically trained
powerhouse actor John Dunsworth, who as the Trailer Park
Supervisor, Mr. Leahy, spends most of his time severely soused
and clad only in his skivvies.

It’s then that you start to realize that Trailer Park Boys:
Countdown To Liquor Day is actually the final coda to Canada’s
answer to the great British director Mike Leigh. Leigh’s
improvised examinations of contemporary working-class life in
films such as Secrets And Lies, Naked, and Meantime have
made him one of the dominant forces in modern-day cinema.

Comparing TPB to Leigh might seem a stretch but I attest that
there is no other example in Canadian film or television – or the
North American Media, for that matter – that has so frankly and
funnily examined the aspirations of the permanent margins of
New World society.

TPB’s mix of machine-gun profanity, Keystone-Cops style
comedy and sweet loyalty to one’s own community – no matter
how forsaken – is one of the great achievements of Canadian
film and television. Consistently fresh in its vision, hilarious in its
execution, and relentless in imagination, the series now stands
as the most important comedy/drama ever made in Canada,
period.

That’s a strong claim, but it’s one I’m prepared to defend. The
latest installment – which may or may not be the last,
considering an emerging American Network is still deciding
whether it will make TPB its signature series over the next year
or so – returns the residents of Sunnyvale Trailer Park back to
its roots. 

The faux-documentary style is apparent, with lots of direct
address to the camera, and camera crews getting caught in the
action. The look has retreated from the first big-screen film
version’s hardened gloss and kinetic action sequences. It’s back
to wobbly, low-rez cams and the show’s original shoot-and-run
aesthetic.

The result seems delightfully slapdash and immediate. With
John Dunsworth giving-pushing his Mr. Leahy towards a manic
King Lear type performance, the film achieves an unexpected,
wacky lyricism that helps bring the show full circle.

Movie Times

New DVDs

Reviews

Industry Groups

Film Sites You Like

Now Shooting

Cinemas

Submit Item Menu
Post an Event
New Post
Post a Review
Set as Homepage

RATINGS SEARCH

See how other
Infomonkey.net
users rate things.

Manage Your
SEM Engines
Optimize and
Manage Your
Search Engines
in One User
Face

http://halifax.infomonkey.net/free-classifieds-jobs/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/free-classifieds-homes/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/free-classifieds-for-sale/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/free-classifieds-services/
http://infomonkey.net/events.php?catid=5
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/essentials-info-submit-events/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/news-comment/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/entertainment-events-reviews/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/restaurants-food-dining/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/shopping-store-retail-news/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/sports-games-news-comments/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/living-communities-women/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/business/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/ad.click.php?ad_id=28&space_id=1
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/monkey.php?catid=252
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/blog.php
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php?e=trailer-park-countdown-a-classic&whatson=0
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php?e=trailer-park-countdown-a-classic&whatson=1
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php?e=trailer-park-countdown-a-classic&whatson=2
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php?e=trailer-park-countdown-a-classic&whatson=3
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php?e=trailer-park-countdown-a-classic&whatson=4
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/movies-reviews-times/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/movies-reviews-times/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/ad.click.php?ad_id=15&space_id=2
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/movie-cinema-showtimes/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/new-dvds-reviews/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/movie-film-reviews/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/movie-film-industry-groups/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/film-movie-websites/
http://infomonkey.net/nowshooting
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/film-movies-cinemas/
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/event.submit.php?pid=183&formtype=1
javascript:popwindow('http://halifax.infomonkey.net/public_blog_edit.php?formtype=publicposts&mode=add&id=183','blog_public_addpost','width=480,height=600,resizable=1,scrollbars=1');
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/event.submit.php?pid=183&formtype=3&evid=22165
javascript:%20setHome();
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/ratings_search.php
http://halifax.infomonkey.net/ratings_search.php
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BzXJ0Bdb5SoH6IZikjQSyzsUSt_W5jwGjxozADsCNtwHg1VYQARgBIIXaoQgoBDgAULjB9_oCYP3AroH0A6ABsfXz_gOyARZoYWxpZmF4LmluZm9tb25rZXkubmV0ugEKMTIweDYwMF9hc8gBAdoBXGh0dHA6Ly9oYWxpZmF4LmluZm9tb25rZXkubmV0L25vdmEuc2NvdGlhLm5ld3MuZXZlbnRzLnBocD9lPXRyYWlsZXItcGFyay1jb3VudGRvd24tYS1jbGFzc2ljyALvg_cMqAMByAMH6AONBOgDIugDmgToA4YG9QMAIACE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtxbYvzeL6M-R2TLSg8C7-WZ-DsPyA&client=ca-pub-4788821734792535&adurl=http://www.omniture.com/static/1992%3Fs_scid%3DTC%7C5379%7Coverture%2520management%7Chalifax.infomonkey.net%7CC%7Cb%7C3790721075
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php%253Fe%253Dtrailer-park-countdown-a-classic%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-4788821734792535%26adU%3Domniture.com/searchengines%26adT%3DManage%2BYour%2BSEM%2BEngines%26adU%3DTimers.HomescapeKitchens.com%26adT%3DCountdown%2BTimer%26adU%3Dwww.Smarthome.com%26adT%3DInsteon%2BCountdown%2BTimer%26adU%3Dwww.VolvoCars.com/NewMoon%26adT%3DWin%2B2%2BTickets%2BTo%2BNew%2BMoon%26gl%3DCA&usg=AFQjCNEFFevRk_ukdb3Rm00XNVk2JnQkNg


10/11/09 3:10 PMTrailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day: movie review

Page 2 of 2http://halifax.infomonkey.net/nova.scotia.news.events.php?e=trailer-park-countdown-a-classic

Now I want to go back and see the whole cycle again, from the
full seven Showcase series to the two TV specials to the Ivan
Reitman-produced first feature from 2006.

Trailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day rates a 10 out of
10.

Trailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day directed by Mike
Clattenburg. Alliance Films, Canada, 108 minutes, 2009. 
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