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55 killed in Pak suicide blast
Omer Farooq Khan, TNN, Sep 4, 2010, 06.09am IST

ISLAMABAD: A suicide blast ripped through a rally of Shia Muslims in Pakistan's southwestern city of Quetta on Friday, killing at least 53
people and injuring around 197. Two other blasts rocked Mardan and Peshawar on the last Friday of Ramzan, killing two including one police
officer. 

The Quetta blast occurred at about 3pm at a gathering of about 2,000 people in Meezan 
Chowk. The rally was organized by Shia Imamia Students' Organisation to observe Al-Quds Day. Every year on the last Friday of Ramzan,
processions are taken out across Pakistan to support Palestinian demand for a homeland. 

According to Baluchistan's police chief Malik Iqbal, it was a suicide attack. 

After the blast, people at the rally turned violent. Some fired in the air. As smoke billowed from the blast site, people were seen fleeing. Others
rushed to take cover to shield them from the gunfire. The injured were taken to civil and police hospitals at Quetta. 

"The death toll has touched 53. It could rise as several of the injured are in a critical condition," said Shahban Ali, a senior police officer. 

Only two days ago, triple suicide bombings targeted a Shia procession in Lahore killing 39 people and injuring more than 200. The Shia
community was observing the death anniversary of Hazrat Ali, Prophet Muhammad's cousin and son-in-law. 

Both the Pakistan Taliban and the Punjab-based terrorist group Lashkar-e-Jhangvi claimed responsibility for the Quetta blast as they had done
for the Lahore attack. 

Earlier, Pakistan's interior minister Rehman Malik had warned of possible suicide attacks on religious gatherings. He had asked Shia Muslims to
hold their religious ceremonies indoors. 

Shia leader Allama Abbas Kumaili appealed to the people to remain calm."These are attempts to create a divide between Sunni and Shia sects,"
he told a TV channel. The attacks against minority sects are a fallout of government failure, he said. "Our government makes all efforts to secure
VIPs. Common men are not a priority," he said. 

Earlier on Friday, one person was killed and four injured when a suicide bomber blew himself up outside a mosque of the Ahmadi sect at
Mardan in northwest Pakistan. "The bomber blew himself up when he was intercepted by guards outside the mosque," Mardan police chief said.
In Peshawar, one police officer was killed when a bomb exploded near a patrol vehicle.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
Powered by INDIATIMES

About us Advertise with us Terms of use Privacy policy Feedback

RSS Newsletter TOI Mobile ePaper Sitemap Archives

Other Times Group news sites
The Economic Times | इकनॉिमक टाइ)स
ઈકોનોિમક ટાઈ)સ | Mumbai Mirror
Times Now | Indiatimes
नवभारत टाइ)स | महारा01 टाइ)स

Living and entertainment
Timescity | iDiva | Bollywood | Zoom

Network
itimes | Dating & Chat | Email

Hot on the Web
Hotklix

Services
Book print ads | Online shopping | Business solutions | Book domains | Web hosting
Business email | Free SMS | Free email | Website design | CRM | Tenders | Remit
Cheap air tickets | Matrimonial | Ringtones | Astrology | Jobs | Property | Buy car
eGreetings

Printed from

Copyright © 2010 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Peshawar
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Quetta%20blast
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Shia%20Imamia%20Students'%20Organisation
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Pakistan
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Baluchistan's%20police
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Malik%20Iqbal
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Shahban%20Ali
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Lahore
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Hazrat-Ali
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Prophet
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Taliban
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Rehman-Malik
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Shia%20leader
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Allama%20Abbas%20Kumaili
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/search?q=Mardan%20police
http://www.indiatimes.com/aboutus.cms
http://advertise.indiatimes.com/
http://www.indiatimes.com/policyterms/3441503.cms
http://www.indiatimes.com/policyterms/1554651.cms
http://www.indiatimes.com/feedback.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/rss.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/subscription.cms
http://m.timesofindia.com/
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sitemap.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/archive.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://hindi.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://gujarati.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/
http://www.timesnow.tv/
http://www.indiatimes.com/
http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/
http://maharashtratimes.indiatimes.com/
http://www.timescity.com/
http://www.idiva.com/bin/idiva/WebHome
http://movies.indiatimes.com/
http://www.zoomtv.in/
http://www.itimes.com/
http://www.itimes.com/public/groups/Liv2Luv
http://email.indiatimes.com/
http://www.hotklix.com/
http://www.ads2book.com/
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/
http://www.business.indiatimes.com/
http://meramail.indiatimes.com/meramail/MeraDomainHome.jsp
http://hosting.indiatimes.com/
http://meramail.indiatimes.com/meramail/index.jsp
http://mocolife.com/
http://mail.indiatimes.com/
http://www.webuild.indiatimes.com/
http://www.salescrm.indiatimes.com/
http://tenders.indiatimes.com/
http://www.indiatimes.com/remit2home.cms
http://www.travel.indiatimes.com/
http://www.simplymarry.com/
http://mobile.indiatimes.com/pmswapdev_in/pmsdata.html?target=tilweb/til/ringtoneindex.html&top=1&SM_PAGENUM=1&s=0&cn=&sec=ring&cat=browseall
http://astrospeak.indiatimes.com/
http://www.timesjobs.com/
http://www.magicbricks.com/
http://www.zigwheels.com/
http://egreetings.indiatimes.com/egreet/index.jsp
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timescontent.com/

